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inevitable. As a degenerative force the Turks have always been
without a single rival. But to-day this small peninsula is prac-
tically all that remains of the ancient glories of the Ottoman
Empire. The Sultans themselves arc gone. Their ancestors, after
residing for almost a century in Adrianople, the only other Turk-
ish city left in Europe outside of Constantinople, had moved to
the latter city in 1453, and from there had ruled a territory which
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induded the whole of the Balkans, all of Hungary, and the
greater part of southern Russia.
Four centuries of inexpressible mismanagement sufficed to rain
this empire and make it what it is to-day. Constantinople (Istan-
bul), the oldest and most important example of a commercial
monopoly which for thousands of years held the key to the grain
trade of southern Russia, that same Constantinople so favoured
by Nature that its harbour came to be known as the Golden Horn,
the Horn of Plenty, so filled with fish that no one ever need go
hungry, was reduced to the rank of a third-rate provincial city.
For the masters of the New Turkey, who had salvaged what was
left when Peace was declared, wisely concluded that the degenerate